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WELCOME TO THE EIGHTH EDITION 

Welcome to the eighth edition. Once again, we are grateful to both our 

regular contributors and some new authors – Mike Hutchins with the 

first of a series on the Pelhams in wartime, and a match report from 

Stocking Pelham’s first cricket match of this unique season. More to 

come. 

Both Pelhams are also getting involved in a co-ordinated approach to 

‘social prescribing’ across the Pelhams, Hadhams and Albury. This is a 

groundbreaking new initiative to complement traditional medicine and 

combat mental issues like loneliness and isolation, and is available to 

all, whichever medical practice you are registered with. If you can, 

please complete the survey included as a loose insert in this magazine, 

and post it through the black letterbox of 1, Brookside in Furneux 

Pelham or the Village Hall in Stocking Pelham, or complete it online.  

We’d still like more contributions please, showing what living in the 

Pelhams means to you. 

Thank you. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

Cover photo 

This view of The Street, Furneux Pelham was sent as a postcard to a 

village girl living away from home as a domestic servant in Notting Hill. 

It’s postmarked October 1915 and was probably taken in the years 

leading up to the First World War. Photographers of village scenes 

often encouraged children and passers by to pose and add interest to 

the scene. Was this photo taken on a special day or is this normal daily 

clothing for the time? If so, some of the young ladies are sporting 

remarkable bonnets. Regrettably, the little chap on the right seems to 

have found his nose more interesting (!) 

Little Hadham bypass road works update 

The Ford at Little Hadham 

Full road closure until Tuesday 1st September. 

For more information please see www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass
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A letter to the editor addressed to the 

villagers of Furneux Pelham 

Dear All 

Many of you, my fellow villagers, will have seen me out walking with 

my dog, Mabel. I just wanted to say how grateful I am for the 

kindness and help that I have received. 

There have been occasions when I have fallen over and when this 

happens, although unhurt, I am unable to get myself up again. 

Thanks to my lovely Mabel, who has managed to attract the 

attention of people nearby, I have been rescued. I would just like to 

say thank you to everyone who has helped me, found my keys, given 

me a lift home, made me a cup of tea and made sure that I was 

OK.  

I have lived in Furneux Pelham for 45 years and have always found 

the people of Pelham to be caring and welcoming. Walking with 

Mabel keeps me fit and healthy and means that I meet other dog 

walkers. I look forward to walking with you all (and your dogs!). 

With my thanks and best wishes 

Yours sincerely 

Mick Sortwell 

Stocking Pelham Village Hall 
The village hall will not be available to rent for the foreseeable future 

due to the ongoing crisis. However, the Pre-school will be returning in 

September and will be enforcing strict safety guidelines for children, 

teachers, parents and those dropping off pupils. 

The Village notice board located at the Village Hall has been 

refurbished and moved so it is now easier to view. 

The hall is also receiving a ‘mini refurb’ with two rotten widows to be 

replaced, reviving the very well-worn wooden floor and external 

painting.  



 

4 

 

Recovering from Covid-19 
We are asking residents to share their views on how they feel about social 

connections and internet access as this will be a key aspect of our collective 

recovery from the impact of Covid-19. This short confidential survey is being 

carried out across the Hadhams, Pelhams & Albury with the support of  

Much Hadham Health Centre and County Cllr, and we would really value your 

immediate input. 

Please complete the 4 page survey you've just received with your parish 

magazine, either online at https://www.carebank.uk/p/survey2020.html or 

return via a designated letter box by Friday 21st August. Or call Claire on 

07595 674241 to arrange for it to be collected. Your personal views are vital 

to help shape how our village communities take forward social prescribing to 

support residents as they come out of lockdown via our village halls and other 

venues, so we would really value your honest input about what you feel is 

needed. 

Designated drop off points for the Pelhams: 

Furneux Pelham: 1 Brookside, SG9 0LL (black postbox) 

Stocking Pelham: Village Hall, SG9 0HZ 

Furneux Pelham History Group 

A programme of talks has been prepared for when History Group talks are 

able to re-start, including ‘The Calverts of Furneux Pelham’, ‘Exploring the 

history of Braughing’ (a walk around the village), ‘The stained glass 

windows of Furneux Pelham’, and ‘The Cambridge American Cemetery 

and War Memorial at Madingley’. Articles will continue to appear in The 

Pelhams magazine. 

In other local history news, Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies is 

now able to supply a copying and research service until they are able to re-

open to visitor, please see their website for more information, and Hertford 

Museum (in Bull Plain) has re-opened its galleries. two new trails have 

been devised, one for little ones and the other for families. Again, see their 

website for opening times and more details.  

https://www.carebank.uk/p/survey2020.html
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The Pelhams At War 

During World War two the lives of residents of both Stocking and Furneux 

Pelham were greatly affected and as we face the continuing Covid crisis it 

might be worthwhile reflecting on what our forefathers had to deal with in 

the crisis of their generation. 

As well as contending with evacuation, rationing, growing your own food, 

losing your home and countless other problems it was a sad fact that civilians 

were targets with this area bombed and even hit by the dreaded V1 and V2 

rockets or ‘doodle bugs’ as was their nickname. 

From 8th of August 1940 through to November 11th 1944 there were 38 

instances in what was called the Braughing Rural area which included the 

Pelhams, Albury, Hare Street, Dassells and Braughing. 

The first incident on August 8th, 1940 involved 8 high explosive (HE) bombs 

dropped on Brent Pelham causing damage to roofs of houses and farm 

buildings, broken windows but thankfully no casualties. 

There were a number of incidents all over the area, but I will concentrate on 

Furneux and Stocking. 

On September 9th, 1940 one high explosive bomb hit East End and on the 

same day a parachute mine was dropped on Stocking both incidents resulted 

in no damage or casualties. 

October 10th, 1940 saw two HE bombs, and one incendiary dropped on 

Furneux both resulted in slight damage and no casualties. On the same day 

there were numerous other incidents in the area including three HE and one 

incendiary dropped on Stocking, again no damage or casualties. 

The following day there were two instances of several incendiary bombs on 

Furneux again resulting in no damage or casualties. 

For the rest of the war there were numerous incidents in Albury, Braughing 

and Dassells but November 1944 saw a new menace in the shape of V1 and 

V2 rockets or flying bombs. 

A V1 fell 200 yards north of Dassells, 50 yards east of the Braughing-Hare 

Street road causing damage to 21 houses, telephone wires and three slight 

casualties. 
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On the same day two long range rockets or V2s were dispatched with the first 

exploding 440 yards N.W. of Haysteet Lodge, Braughing causing damage to 

windows, the second and last of the war in this area, exploded in the air at 

Stanstead sending a 2ftX1ft piece of metal through the roof of Pheasant 

Cottage Furneux. 

Mike Hutchins 

Stocking Pelham Cricket and Recreation Ground 

In anticipation of the resumption of 

cricket in Stocking Pelham our 

Groundsman, Sid Whiffen is hard at 

work operating our somewhat 

temperamental but vintage (1927) roller 

to prepare a suitable wicket. Sid has 

been looking after the ground, man and 

boy for70 odd years and is still taking his 

turn in the outfield mowing team and, as you can see, rolling the 

wicket. Thank you, Sid, for your invaluable work and expertise over all 

these years. 

David Bailey 
 

Bike ‘n’ Hike 2020 

The organisers of the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust sponsored  

Bike ‘n’ Hike have decided that the event is to go ahead this year, albeit with a 

slightly different for format. 

The event will be on Saturday 12th September 2020. The objective for 

participants will still be to visit as many churches and chapels as they can and 

to obtain sponsorship for their efforts. Unlike previous years, there will be no 

signing-in sheet at churches and participants will sign their own sponsorship 

forms. 

Half the sponsorship money raised is retained by the Trust and half is returned 

to the participating church. The event is open to everyone. If you are interested 

in a cycle or a walk around our local area and at the same time raise funds to 

maintain or repair historic church buildings, please let me know. 

Thank you 

Linda Bratt (01279 771696) 



 

7 

Stocking Pelham triumph in first cricket match of the year 

After months of gloom, despair and fear due to Coronavirus and Liverpool 

winning the League, cricket at last returned to bring us all a break from the 

impending end of the world as we know it ( as REM once sort of sang). We 

are lucky to have games arranged thanks to some great work behind the 

scenes from many who all need applauding…… including (in no particular 

order) - Colin, who has managed to organise several fixtures and kept players 

up to date; his wife Riikka who helped with keeping the club finances on track 

as well as mending the net plus various other invaluable roles; Chairman Dave 

Nicholls who attended the wicket during Lockdown to make sure it was good 

to go when cricket returned (albeit with some variable bounce at one end, 

more on that later), Dave Bailey for cutting the outfield, Syd who mows and 

rolls, Ali and Steve Bratt who helped fill in holes, move nets etc and Michael 

Thorpe who is our designated ‘Covid Officer’, based purely on the fact he 

works for the NHS. I’m sure I’ve forgotten others, so apologies. You know 

who you are we are very grateful. 

On to the match….. 

With Paul White absent John Albon took the captaincy and started well by 

losing the toss. We were asked to bat which is a very unusual experience for 

SP, but things started brightly thanks to a solid opening partnership between 

Colin and Joe. Things were going really well, in fact far too well, so it was 

fitting that just when everything was looking comfortable and the rest of the 

batting line up were settling in for a nice kip on the boundary Colin was run 

out for 16. Michael joined Joe at the crease and the boundaries flew to all 

corners - Michael hit 6 fours in a row and Joe began to let loose, including one 

impressive six. Joe was heading swiftly to his 50 before he succumbed, 

bowled for 48 by a man who looked like a small Henry the 8th. Jason joined 

Michael and again hard hats were needed as the ball flew around the ground, 

but he also fell to the former Tudor King lookalike, playing on (I think) after 

looking in imperious form. A bit like his wives, King Henry was beginning to 

dispatch our batsmen, Michael, who again was looking settled and ready to 

‘go big’ was also bowled, heading to the hutch with 35 to his name - another 

victim of the miniature monarch. John Albon steadied the ship while those 

around him fell, Paul bowled for 2 and Mark being the unlucky victim of the 

aforementioned variable bounce, getting a rip snorting riser that hit his upper 

arm/shoulder and ricocheted onto the stumps (As the writer of these reports 
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it’s my right to be able to absolve myself of all error by embellishing the 

facts). 

Then in walked a legend of SPCC 

Kelvin, a man 70 years young and looking like Grizzly Adams, strutted to the 

wicket knowing this was his ‘manor’. Chivvied along by John, the pair began 

to accumulate runs, though I’m not sure Kelvin appreciated running a ‘3’. 

Kelvin moved to 19, which included 2 fours, before falling LBW, though at one 

point it looked like he would get away with it as no one from the opposition 

appealed for ages. John kept the scoreboard ticking over, helped by Will 

Dommett who played some lovely strokes before getting run out and then Ali 

held up an end as SPCC finished on a very respectable 186, John finishing on 

33 not out. 

Our first Covid style tea seemed to go OK, and what’s more the turn around 

was 20 minutes approx, plus no washing up to do. 

Ali and Paul opened the bowling and soon the wickets began to tumble. Paul 

took the first as he got one of their openers plumb LBW for 4 and then Ali 

claimed two wickets - each one bowled. This was a marked improvement 

from a few weeks ago when, admittedly in wet weather, Ali often missed the 

net when we had a training session. It was good to see his radar back on track 

and he was deceiving the batsmen with a good line and plenty of air. The 

wickets continued with some excellent bowling and fielding with the oldest 

and youngest members of SPCC getting in on the act. Kelvin proved that age 

is no barrier by taking 4 for 34 off 6 overs - Colin taking two good catches, 

John holding on to a skyer in the deep and Mark claiming a stumping which 

initially wasn’t given by the umpire because he was allegedly getting his beer 

can, but thankfully the batsman realised he was out and showed great 

sportsmanship and walked. At the other end of the age scale Will Dommett 

bowled impressively for figures of 2 for 24, both stumpings, and he should 

have had another. Showing all the reactions of an anaesthetised sloth Kelvin 

shelled a chance at first slip (not sure why I bothered writing the word ‘first’, 

when do we ever have more than one slip?). In fairness it was a smart chance 

and Kelvin did use pretty much every part of his body to try and claim it 

before it eventually hit the deck. Aside from his smart bowling, Will claimed 

the ‘champagne moment’ of the match, not that he’s old enough to drink, 

when he pinged the ball in from deep fine leg direct at the stumps to produce 

a stunning run out. 
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In the end SPCC were victors by 84 runs - a fine start to the season with a 

good all round performance from all. Very few, if any, misfields, just two 

dropped catches, a few byes (sorry) and plenty of alcohol based gel. 

Afterwards most retired to the pub, along with the opposition, for a socially 

distanced beer and hopefully we can arrange a return match later in year. 

One post-script from the match, John has announced his retirement from the 

role of captain, meaning like Sam Allardyce as England manager, he will end 

with a 100% win rate. Paul White will pick up the mantle next week. 

Mark Sharman 

Lazereth the Coalman 

In the 1940/50’s coal delivery in Stocking Pelham was carried out by Caton’s 

of Albury who also ran a groceries and general store in that village. The round 

was done by horse and cart and the man they had as coalman went by the 

name of Lazereth. When he finished his round in Stocking he decided that it 

was time for a much deserved and refreshing couple of pints which was 

(then) conveniently available at the Cock Inn. The horse was tied up on the 

railings outside and given a nose bag of feed. When, after quite some while 

Lazzy, as he was known decided it was time to go back home, they would 

amble down Ginn’s Lane, but by the time they got to Clay Chimneys, Lazzy 

was well asleep. The horse, very familiar with the journey was quite happy 

and able to find its own way home and entered the yard at Albury, 

whereupon Lazzy would wake up with the jolt. 

Sid Whiffen 

 

 

THE TYPE OF HORSE 

DRAWN WAGGON USED 

BY CATONS 
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Our churches are reopening during August for public worship but some services 
will continue by Zoom. 

Sun 2nd August Zoom 10.30 am All Age gardening service*  

Wed 5th August Zoom 9.30 am Informal Morning Prayer 

Fri 8th August Zoom 8 pm Evening Prayer*  

Sun 9th August  

Opportunity to join another church for worship.  
You could join St Mary’s, Albury (one of the churches in 
our Group) at 11.15 am for their worship on Zoom with 
Rev’d Dr Steve Bate. Please email 
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com for link. 

Wed 12th August Zoom 9.30 am Informal Morning Prayer * 

Fri 14th August Zoom 8 pm Evening Prayer* 

Sun 16th August 
In person or Zoom 10.30 am Morning Worship from St 
Mary’s Braughing live streamed on zoom. 

Wed 19thAugust Zoom 9.30 am Informal Morning Prayer 

Fri 21st August Zoom 8 pm Evening Prayer*  

Sun 23rd August 
In person or Zoom 10.30 am Holy Communion from St 
Mary’s, Furneux Pelham live streamed on zoom. 

Wed 26th August  
In person or Zoom 9.30 am Holy Communion from St 
Mary’s, Braughing live streamed on zoom. 

Fri 28th August  Zoom 8 pm Evening Prayer* 

Sun 30th August 
In person or Zoom10.30 am Morning worship from St 
Mary’s, Stocking Pelham live streamed on zoom (if 
possible) 

Wed 2nd September 
In person 9.30 am Holy Communion 
Rev’d Tim Weeks at St Mary’s, Braughing 

Fri 4th September Zoom 8 pm Evening Prayer* (FINAL ONE) 

* Led by Deborah Rogers so a different Zoom link 

All Zoom links are available from churchoffice@braughing.org.uk    

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a Benefice 

of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823532 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD  

mailto:muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Follow the churches on Facebook (St Mary the Virgin – Braughing, Furneux 
Pelham & Stocking Pelham) or catch up on past services via the “St Mary’s, 
BFPSP” YouTube channel. 

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope is available to conduct weddings, baptisms (christenings), 
blessings, funerals and she is also available for pastoral enquiries. Please note her 
usual day off is Friday.  All the churches have adopted the Diocese's Safeguarding 
policies and practice. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant  (Please contact Malcolm 

Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 

 

 

Stocking Pelham Parish Council 

The July ‘Zoom’ meeting of SPPC was postponed until August 13th as 

there were no urgent matters for discussion. Full details of the next 

meeting will be posted on the Council website 

(www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk), the newly positioned Village notice 

board at the hall and Face Book community page. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

 

  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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Furneux Pelham School News 
After a busy start to the year our last few months have been a little 

strange to say the least.  The school remained open for the children 

of critical workers but for the children at home, we sent home daily 

distance learning activities.  Read on to find out about some of the 

wonderful work our pupils have done during this time! 

World Oceans Day 

On June 8th we marked World Oceans Day with a day 

of themed activties.  The day started with a live-

streamed opening session in which we joined others 

in the UK in finding out what the day ahead held in 

store.  The rest of the day was spent learning about 

what we are doing in our world which is affecting the 

world oceans and the impact this is having upon the 

world.  Activities such as writing plastic pledges and 

repurposing plastic bottles ignited a passion for 

looking after our oceans and also developed pupils’ understanding of how 

essential our oceans are and why it is vital that we work together to save 

them. 

VE Day – which we turned into a week! 

Starting on May 4th Furneux Pelham School began a 

whole week of VE day activties.  We learnt all about 

World War 2 – how it started and how the people of 

Britain protected themselves on the Home Front.  

We all baked in preparation for VE day – some pupils 

even baked wartime recipes using rationed foods 

that the people of Britain would have used.  We 

created crafts that would have been made during 

World War 2 and decorated bunting for our socially 

distanced VE Day picnics at the end of the week.  

Other activties included creating public service announcements and 

propaganda posters.  It was a wonderful opportunity to learn about World 

War 2 and to understand the reasons behind the celebrations that were 

happening across the country on May 8th 2020. 
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Art Week 

Children’s Art Week runs from 29th June to 19th 

July so we decided to have our own Furneux 

Pelham Art Week.  By this time, lots of children 

were back in school so some of this we were able 

to enjoy together.  We studied a diverse range of 

different artists, from African American artist 

Alma W. Thomas to the Central American artist Frida Kahlo to the somewhat 

eccentric Spanish artist, Salvador Dali.  Work included creating art 

installations such as string dens and making melting clocks out of clay. 

Our Critical Worker Bubble 

With a critical worker bubble that at times 

spanned all age groups from Reception to Year 

6, it feels like it has been something of a return 

to the Victorian era at Furneux Pelham School!  

This must have been like the classrooms of the 

original school – teaching a very wide range of 

ages all at once.  This has meant some real 

collaborative learning – at a distance of course!  The children have produced 

some fantastic pieces of art work during 

this time, for example, with all of them 

working on the same learning but 

accessing it at all different levels. 

Wider opening of our school 

On June 1st, we opened to our first pupils 

beyond the critical worker bubble.  Seven 

Year 6 pupils returned to school this day 

and from this we have expanded to 

welcoming all year groups back to school 

for a minimum of four days each.  It has 

been wonderful to once again hear the 

sound of children playing in the school 

grounds and to be back together learning 

in our classrooms.  The children have been 

so happy to be back:   

 

When I got back to school, all 

of my happiness came back 

again after seeing my friends 

and my teachers.  It was good 

to get structure back and it 

has been good to have break 

times with my friends.  I love 

being at this school – I 

couldn’t imagine a better 

primary school.”   Paddy, 

Year 6 
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Year 6 Leavers 

The partial closure of schools meant that our Year 6 

pupils missed out on many of their usual end of 

school experiences – finally getting the major parts 

in the school play, their last Sports Day and the 

Leavers’ Service.  The last week of term was a really 

busy one for the Year 6 pupils as they learnt, 

practised and performed a song and a dance for 

their leavers’ assembly.  On their last day, those in 

school and those at home celebrated our Year 6 in 

our virtual Leavers’ Assembly in which they 

performed This Is Me and danced to High Hopes.  They enjoyed special 

messages from the staff and our Chair of Governors and were awarded the 

leavers’ cups and shields.  Year 6 enjoyed a socially distanced tea party 

before leaving school for the last time, clutching their yearbooks and proudly 

wearing their Leavers’ hoodies.  We were so very sad to see them go, but so 

pleased that we were able to give them a special send-off! 

Help support our passion for reading! 

At Furneux Pelham School we have so many 
children who show such a passion for books.  
Before lockdown, our Year 6 librarians 
began a storytime with the younger children 
– the librarians’ own, fantastic idea!  The 
younger children chose to come into the 
library at playtime to listen to the older 
children reading them a book.  So wonderful 

to see the children enjoying books together! 

Our school’s fundraising has been hit by the 
pandemic.   

If you would like to donate a book to our 
school, why not visit our Amazon Wishlist?   

https://amzn.eu/09c3tL3 

Books will be delivered to the school.  If you 
would like to be named as a donor inside 
the book, please indicate this in the gift message box.  The books will be used 
across the school to fuel our love of reading!  
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SOCIAL CONNECTION & INTERNET ACCESS 
SURVEY 
You will have read in this magazine about the inter-village covid social 
connection recovery plan and the Social Connection & Internet Access Survey. 
Most of you are aware of my ambitions to have broadband installed in every 
household with a speed that is compatible with modern day demands. Could I 
therefore ask each and every one of you to complete the 4 page 
questionnaire that is being distributed. The form can be completed online or 
manually and returned by post, or delivered to a designated point. All returns 
will be treated in the strictest of confidence.  

A120 Little Hadham bypass scheme celebrates a key 
milestone with the re-opening of Albury Road 
Albury Road has reopened following two months of closure while critical 
work was undertaken in support of the A120 bypass and flood alleviation 
scheme. 

During this time, the road was realigned onto the new bridge over the new 
bypass. The work included installing drainage, kerbs, road surfacing, white 
lining, signage, landscaping and utility diversions along the 900m stretch of 
road. This positive progress means that heavy construction machinery will no 
longer need to navigate the road network, alleviating pressure and disruption 
on local roads. 

Locality Grant 
Each Cllr gets £10,000 a year to spend on local projects that promote the 
social, economic or environmental wellbeing of their local area. Grants can be 
given for anything, as long as it's legal and doesn't go against a County Council 
policy. 

Cllrs have given grants before for Non-profit community events, crime 
prevention, health and education. Please get in contact if your organisation or 
community group would like to ask for a grant. 

County Cllr Graham McAndrew  
E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Please log all highway faults at www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/ 

mailto:graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/
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Women’s Land Army 

During the First World War attempts were made nationally as early as 1915 to 

have women working on the land. The Women’s National Land Service was 

formed but its proposals were often dismissed and its representatives derided 

as “the lilac bonnet brigade”. Locally however women did work on the land, 

although they had not done so prior to the war, according to the farm labour 

books for Brent Pelham. 

On Beeches Farm from mid May to the last week in August in 1916 two women 

were recorded in the pay book. Their jobs were mostly weeding and singling out 

seedlings. The days were long and by August they were working a 64 hour 

week. Unlike the men, who received a weekly wage, the women were paid an 

hourly rate. Although used at haymaking, when harvest started their 

employment ceased. 

By 1917 food shortages had become critical with fewer men to work in 

agriculture due to conscription. In February 1917 the Women’s Land Army was 

formed. New recruits were enrolled on a one month long training course and 

then sent to wherever help was needed. In June 1917 a group of 8 Land Army 

women worked in Brent Pelham for two weeks. They did similar work to the local 

women but received better pay. Two of the women stayed on for a further week 

and part of their wage included 4s 4 ½ d for their train fare. There is no record 

of where they were based. Did they catch a train to Buntingford and then walk 

to Brent Pelham? 

By February 1919 the Women’s Land Army had supplied 16,000 women for farm 

and field work. It was demobilised on 30 November 1919. Twenty years later it 

was re-formed at the start of the Second World War. Once again there is 

evidence of land girls working on local farms in the pay book of Down Hall Farm, 

Brent Pelham. It records payments made from May 1941 to December 1941 

when payments were then taken over by a County Committee. Extra payments 

were made during harvest when longer hours were worked. In addition to 

harvest the women were tasked with hedge trimming, burning rubbish, 

spreading dung, turning barley, chaff cutting, cleaning the sheep yard and in 

threshing barley destined for Rayment’s Brewery. 

It was when threshing a few years later in 1943 that one of the Land Army 

Women was injured. It was reported in the Furneux Pelham parish magazine 

When Joyce Hutton, a member of the WLA, met with her serious accident, the 

news spread like wildfire through the village and we were all shocked and 

dismayed. It is good therefore to know that she is getting on well. 
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The accident happened at Green’s Farm, Furneux Pelham. In 1949 a case for 

compensation went to court and Joyce was awarded £4725 against the owners 

of the threshing machine who were from Clavering. Andrew Barrie of Green’s 

Farm, who had hired the machine, had agreed a settlement of £750 out of court. 

At the end of the war the government advised the Women’s Land Army that its 

members were to be excluded from all post-war benefits such as grants for 

business enterprise, education or training or re-instatement to peacetime jobs. 

Lady Denham resigned as Director to champion their cause. Finally the Ministry 

of Agriculture conceded that the Land Army Women could receive grants to train 

for work in agriculture, paid money into the Land Army Benevolent Fund and 

allowed that, on demobilisation the women could keep their heavy greatcoats 

provided that they died them blue. 

There was no recognition of their war service until 2008 when veterans were 

invited to apply for commemorative badges and certificates. 

Recognition of service in the First World War was very different. A Good Service 

Ribbon was given to each member who had completed at least six months’ 

service, as long as no complaint had been brought against them either on or off 

duty. 

Furneux Pelham History Group 

To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 

Well into the summer now, and enjoying the customary evening stroll 

round the garden.    The Husband at my side, the G and T in hand, 

nothing could be finer. 

But there is always a moment as we survey the estate when we pause 

in front of a plant.   One of us says ‘I do like that.   What is it called 

again?’ 

Now, all of you who are of a certain time of a life will have experienced 

this as well, I’m sure.   The name of an extremely well known plant, 

which you have had in your garden since you were little more than a 

small sprout yourself, vanishes from your brain completely. 

‘Ah, I know this’ you mutter.   ‘I think it begins with an R’. 
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Heads are scratched, G and T is sipped.    ‘Is it a Salvia patens 

Cambridge Blue’? ventures the Husband. (Note to reader, he always 

says this as it’s the only plant name he knows off by heart). 

Which brings us to the whole question of plant names.   Apologies here 

to Mr Carl Linnæus who revolutionised taxonomy by bringing in a 

system of naming things we could all use all over the world, and not 

just at home in Sweden.   He rightly assessed that to have all plant 

names in Swedish might not be successful, so we are stuck with Latin.   

Now, Linnæus was praised to the skies for this, and in his day was an 

even more popular Swede than ABBA or Ikea meatballs. 

But Latin?   Great in 1757, maybe, but some of the names now are 

distinctly unmemorable. 

Rheum rhaparbarum ?  So much easier to stick with rhubarb, or in our 

case ‘you know, that stuff you use for crumbles, not apple.   Nice with 

custard’. 

And since everyone in the world now speaks English, and if they 

struggle to understand, it will be fine if we native speakers just shout, I 

propose we abandon Latin and use English plant names from now on. 

And living as we do in the Pelhams we are all fans of easily accessible 

and comprehensible names, aren’t we? 

So I propose a return to pre-Linnæus days and use only English names 

from now on. 

So our garden is now full of Fairy Thimbles, Roast Beef plants, Goat’s 

Rues and Fringecups. 

Trouble is, I’m fairly sure we won’t be able to remember these names 

either…….so we may still be waking at 3am with the blinding revelation 

that the plant we couldn’t remember but whose name almost certainly 

began with an R, was in fact a delphinium. 

In any event, keep on enjoying these lovely summer evenings, 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent.  
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London Marathon 2020 . . . or 2021??? 

By Bob Deacon 

By the time you are reading this we should know whether the London 

Marathon is going ahead on October 4th or postponed till next April as the 

organisers were due to issue a press release on 28th July, at the time of 

writing there are suggestions they might be trying to scale it back by offering 

places in 2022/23 to runners who can’t run or aren’t comfortable running due 

to the current situation, but up till now this is purely guesswork. Meanwhile 

they are encouraging everyone to continue training with the October target 

in mind. Which is what I have been doing all along. I know I am not the only 

Pelhams resident with a place this year and hopefully everyone else is 

training hard too. We are a fit bunch around here. 

My year began with a couple of half-marathons and the prospect of more to 

follow but the lockdown saw cancellation of all of them. I was hopeful of a 

sub 2-hour time and to be comfortably inside one hour for 10k but was left to 

attempt these only in training, so I took the plunge and invested in a super-

fast new pair of shoes, the same ones that Eliud Kipchoge used to run a sub  

2-hour marathon. With carbon fibre plates set within the soles they are 

controversial, but at my age I need all the help I can get, and not being an 

elite athlete I hardly think anyone is going to complain. They do work though, 

I am already nearly a minute a mile faster, but of course nowhere near my 

somewhat swifter days back in the early ‘80s. 

But of course my main aim of running the marathon is to raise much needed 

funds for Mencap, my long-time chosen charity. With all the fund-raising 

events that have been cancelled this year their needs are more desperate 

than ever, so if any of you have anything left after this impoverished time I 

would be extremely grateful for any pledges in support of my efforts. My 

fund-raising page can be found at 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BobDeacon1 and if you want to look out 

for me on the day I should be easy to spot as I once again intend to don my fig 

leaves and make a complete spectacle of myself. 

If rules allow I am still hopeful of organising a fun-packed fund-raising 

event before the race, watch this space for details!   

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BobDeacon1
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A Furneux Pelham circular walk: East End and Hixham 

This walk is around the east side of Furneux Pelham almost to the 

Hertfordshire/Essex county boundary. Start at the south end of 

Barleycroft End, facing the sewage works and  turn left towards the 

Albury road. 

Historical note 

After crossing the small bridge, by Greenbury Stables,  note the level 

field on the right-hand side. It was once owned by Rayments Brewery. In 

the 1930s it was planted with asparagus and managed during the 

growing season by the brewery maltster. There was a packing shed at 

the side of the road from where the asparagus was sold to passing 

motorists, restaurants and pubs, both locally and in London. 

At the road junction cross over to the track indicated by a footpath sign. 

Follow this uphill to the right hand bend where there is a choice of routes 

– 1) continue along the track until it meets the road opposite Kings where 

you turn right or 2) follow the footpath through the trees signposted to the 

left until you meet the road where you turn right, Kings will be on your 

left. 

Historical note 

Kings Farm can be traced back to at least the 1200s. The medieval 

farmhouse survived until at least 1912, when it featured in a wedding 

photograph, but was pulled down soon afterwards.  

Follow the road down the hill until you reach a footpath sign indicating 

Hixham on the left. Take this footpath through the field to the meadow. 

Go across the middle of this heading for a gap in the hedge where the 

footpath continues, bounded by a fence on the left along the boundary 

of the garden to Hixham Hall 

Historical note 

Hixham is an ancient site, mentioned in the 1086 Domesday Book. It was 

home to the Rayment family for at least 100 years when they first arrived 

in the village   
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As the path leaves the boundary, the route is clearly marked across the 

stable/farm yard and into a field. Follow the markers through the fields 

and a small wooded area and then alongside the boundary of another 

garden. The path comes out on to the road at East End. 

Historical note 

Opposite is the site of The Black Horse, a beer house that had a licence 

until 1905. In 1967 the house was destroyed by fire and now only a small 

brick outbuilding remains. 

Turn left and walk along the road to the next footpath sign  near the pump 

pointing to the left, passing a house called White Pastures, formerly 

another pub called The Hoops. 

Historical note 

The area around the pump is the site of the mission church erected at 

the behest of the vicar in the 1870s. Originally it had served as a tithe 

barn in the garden of the vicarage next to the church. It was refurbished 

in the early 1930s but by 1950 it was redundant and was sold as a barn 

to a farmer in Perry Green. 

The pump, (now not quite in its original position), is the result of a 

campaign in 1879 to improve the water supply to East End. As not all the 

property owners would contribute to the cost, it was not until 1884 that 

the project was completed. 

Take the footpath to the left, Greenpools is on the left and shortly after 

that it turns right down the side of Field Corner Cottage across a 

footbridge. Follow the zigzag route that is signposted through the fields 

until you reach a roadway. Turn right. Follow this until it meets the Albury 

to Stocking Pelham road where you cross over, going straight on 

following the footpath through the field until it meets the road. Turn right 

to go back to the starting point. Happy walking! 
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council  

Key points from the last virtual meeting on Thursday 2nd July were: 
 

• East Herts Council still being pursued in order to get the planning 
conditions on the pallet yard enforced; 

• deadline for co-option forms to fill the current vacancy is 21st August – 
further information available from the Chair or the Clerk (email 
info@furneuxpelham.org.uk); 

• Highways still to action the list of defective signs but accepted they’ve 
been busy with pandemic related matters. Areas where road markings 
need to be refreshed to be identified in conjunction with Highways; 

• approval of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
deferred to a specific meeting on Thursday 30th July at 7 pm; 

• grant of £450 received for a fish & chip supper for older people in the 
village – currently planned for 25th September and thanks to  
Cllr Tracy Langlois for arranging this; 

• donation of £500 approved for grounds maintenance at the church; 

• a reminder from the police to take extra precautions when securing 
sheds, garages, barns etc as an increase in thefts from outbuildings 
noticed; 

• concern raised about speeding traffic along Barleycroft End and 
residents encouraged to report concerns to the police via ECHO – see 
details below. 

 
The next full meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 3rd September 
at a new time of 7.00pm via Zoom. Meetings are open to all village residents. 
Further information is available on the Parish Council website 
www.furneuxpelham.org.uk. 

ECHO 

Remember you can tell Hertfordshire Police what matters most to you about policing 

in your local area using their new public feedback service – ECHO. For example, 

speeding in the village. 

More information is available on the Hertfordshire Constabulary website 

(https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/Get-involved/echo). 

Comments can be submitted by text [text 66099 Start with the word EHRural then 

your comments] or on the website www.bit/ly/ehrural-police  

Echo must not be used to report crime. If you want to report a crime or anti-

social behaviour, contact Hertfordshire Constabulary via the 101 service, 

website or, in an emergency, by dialling 999.  

mailto:info@furneuxpelham.org.uk
http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/Get-involved/echo
http://www.bit/ly/ehrural-police
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

The Society’s website has been expanded to include a new series of 

interesting walking routes. The website already has 20 walks that start and 

finish at railway stations but their attraction has been severely reduced by 

the advice to avoid public transport during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Now the Walks area of the website has two sections: Station Walks and 

Other Walks.  

The new walks are all ‘circular’, starting and finishing at a location where 

there is normally space to park. The routes have been chosen for their 

attractiveness and level of interest, something which is not too difficult 

within the Hundred Parishes. The number of Other Walks is increasing all 

the time; in due course we hope that each of the hundred parishes will 

feature in at least one walk. 

All walk descriptions can be downloaded and printed. Each includes clear 

instructions to help you find the way and there is also an outline map of 

the route. Within the description there is a short introduction to some of 

the places you will pass. The new walks range in distance from 1 mile to 

10 miles. 

We hope you will be able to try them out and we would be pleased to 

receive any feedback. If you particularly enjoy a walk, do please encourage 

others to enjoy it too. Please bear in mind that the usual pubs and tea 

rooms may not yet be open or may offer only a limited service. Walking 

boots or stout shoes are generally encouraged, although during dry 

periods they may not be needed. 

Now that most of us can get out, please take the opportunity to explore 

new parts of our attractive countryside, villages and small towns. There is 

so much to appreciate in the Hundred Parishes. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk  
 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER   REPORT 

June has been a very changeable month and damp! 

We enjoyed (if you like this sort of weather) a few days of very high 

temperatures reaching 29c on June 26. The coldest night was on June 8 

down to 4c. 

I had rainfall that could be measured on 15 days, exactly half of the 

days in June, the wettest day being on the 17th with 24mm. The total 

for the month was 51.5mm. 

From now on this report will run from the 15th of each month, so here 

are the numbers for the first half of July. 

Maximum temperature 21c, night time low 7c and rain fall of 37.7mm. 

Janet Birch 
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

MAGAZINE, PLEASE EMAIL COPY TO 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 15th OF THE MONTH. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about 

what’s been going on.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right 

to adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to 

be inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN THIS MAGAZINE, 

PLEASE EMAIL ADVERT TO pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 

15th OF THE MONTH. 

Commercial advertising rates per annum: 
1

4
 page £30 | 

1

2
 page £60 | full page £120 per annum.  

Invoices will be issued upon receipt of advert. 

If you are a voluntary or charitable organisation in Furneux 

Pelham or Stocking Pelham, we will advertise your fundraising 

event for free, up to a page - subject to space available. 

Voluntary or charitable organisations outside the village - £10 per 

event. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

